
The Companies We Keep
Public	beneficial	ownership	registers	as	a	tool	for		

an5-corrup5on	



INTRODUCTION 
	

  Who is Global Witness? 

  Anonymous companies & money laundering 

  The UK Register of ‘Persons of Significant 

Control’ 

  Why open data register matter 
 

 
 





WHAT WE DID 
	

  Collaboration with data scientists  

  Download PSC data  

  Cloud computing & scripts looking for 
suspicious behavior  

  Cross-checking with other data sets 
(e.g. politicians, company officers) 

 

 
 



WHAT WE FOUND 
 

  Average PSCs per company (mean) = 1.13 
  Number of active companies that declare at least one PSC = 
3,564,902 
  Total number of companies that appear in the register*  = 
4,187,505 
  80% of PSCs are British 

 
 
*including those that declare they have no PSC and those that are no longer active 

 







Loopholes for disclosure 
	

  +335,000 companies say they have no PSC  
  +10,000 companies say another company 
controls them that is unlikely to meet disclosure 
requirements  

  72% of foreign controlling companies are linked to 
a secrecy jurisdiction 
  +9,000 companies are controlled by PSCs who 
control over 100 companies 
  328 companies are part of circular ownership 
structures   

 

 
 









TOWARDS A MODEL FOR IDENTIFYING RISKY COMPANIES 

à	Visualising networks 
à Red flagging system 

  345 companies have a PSC who is a 
disqualified director 
  390 companies have company officers or PSCs 

who are politicians 
  7,848 companies share a PSC, officer or 

registered postcode with a company suspected 
of having been involved in money laundering  
  +208,000 companies are registered at a 

company factory or mailbox address  



WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE US? 

  Huge opportunity in open data company registers 

 
But:  
  We need more data validation and verification  

  To close loopholes  
  Learn the lessons from the UK 

  More countries to join 

 
 
 



Thank you

More	informa+on:	www.globalwitness.org			
Contact:	npalstra@globalwitness.org	
@NienkePalstra		


