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«	  Greffier	  »	  :	  a	  french	  special	  feature

In	   France	   134	   commercial	   courts	   are	   dealing	   with	   commercial	  
litigation.	  

The	  commercial	  court	  registrar	   is	  a	  public	  and	  ministerial	  officer.	  He	  
is	  responsible	  -‐	  as	  in	  other	  jurisdictions	  -‐	  for	  administrative	  services	  at	  
the	  Court	  (welcoming	  people,	  updating	  matters	  and	  storing	  minutes	  
and	  archives).	  He	  is	  also	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  Business	  Register.	  

The	   National	   Council	   represents	   the	   profession	   towards	   ministries,	  
parliamentarians,	  employer	  and	  union	  organizations.	  

www.cngtc.fr	  	  
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«	  Greffier	  »	  :	  a	  french	  special	  feature

in	   1986	   the	   registrars	   have	   developed	   the	   national	   plateform	  
«	   Infogreffe	   »	   to	   centralise	   and	   make	   available	   to	   the	   public	  
information	   from	   each	   of	   the	   134	   commercial	   courts,	   including	  
business	  register	  information.	  

www.Infogreffe.fr	   	   simplifies	   the	   access	   to	   this	   information	   and	   the	  
steps	  to	  create	  a	  company.	  

The	   centralization	   in	   a	   crucial	   step	   to	   standardise	   the	   information	  
(and	  the	  data).	  
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Users	  and	  using

1. Companies	  

i. Formalities,	  know	  the	  customer,	  commercial	  relations	  

ii. Risk	  analysts	  

iii. Professionnals	  (banks,	  notaries,	  public	  accountant,…)	  

2. State	  

i. Administrations	  (Bank	  of	  France,	  TRACFIN,	  tax	  offices,…)	  

ii. Members	  of	  the	  Court	  (judges,	  prosecutors)	  	  
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Type	  of	  information

1.	  Free	  information 

➢ Searching	  for	  and	  viewing	  summary	  sheets	  for	  companies	  (name,	  legal	  
form,	  registered	  office,	  registration	  number,	  adress,	  type	  of	  activity)	  

➢ Key	  figures	  
➢ Implementing	  tracking	  (free	  alert)	  
➢ List	  of	  the	  acts	  

2.	  Charged	  information	  (regulated	  by	  the	  Minister	  of	  Justice)	  

➢ Certificate	  of	  incorporation	  («	  Kbis	  »)	  
➢ Statute	  of	  the	  company	  (and	  amending	  acts)	  
➢ Annual	  accounts	  
➢ Debt	  statement	  
➢ Decisions	  of	  commercial	  court	  of	  justice
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Example	  of	  free	  information
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To	  track

Key	  figures



Example	  of	  certificate	  of	  incorporation
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Open-‐Data	  and	  Free	  Data
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1.	  Free	  Data 

➢ As	  said	  before	  a	  set	  of	  free	  data	  are	  available	  to	  the	  public	  	  
➢ Free	  data	  are	  also	  available	  for	  administrations	  and	  judiciary	  authorities	  

2.	  Open	  data	  	  

➢ There	  is	  no	  reglementation	  allowing	  the	  registrars	  to	  develop	  open	  data	  
services	  	  

➢ French	  registrars	  are	  taking	  part	  to	  a	  system	  of	  charged	  licences	  which	  
makes	  available	  in	  an	  open	  data	  format	  the	  information	  

➢ French	  registrars	  	  are	  discussig	  with	  the	  governement	  to	  build	  an	  open	  data	  
system	  including	  free	  information	  	  



QUESTIONS	  ?	  
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