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Survey purpose  

2002 – 2009 The starting years 
– Basic statistics on registries and trends 
– Basic report, limited analyses  
– Base for benchmarking between registries 

2010 – 2011 Improvements 
– Improve the ground for policy learning  
– Review the survey  
– Produce a more analytical and coherent report 
– Find a more solid and long term organisation for future surveys 

and reports 
2012  Make it global 

– Include more countries/organisations in the survey 
– Keep on improving the survey and the report 

2013 On going improvements 
 

 
 

 
 



Trends in Number of Respondents 



Participating Jurisdictions/Organisations in the 
2013 Survey 
 



Chapter 1 
 
Legal and Institutional 
Settings 



Who Operates the Business Register 



Structure of the Business Register 



Chapter 2 
 
Processing Time 



Mandatory Pre-Registration Activities 



Processing time for Incorporation and Changes 



Shortest Processing Times 



Chapter 3 
 
e-Services 
 



Accepted forms of Company Registration 



Entire Formation Process Available 
Electronically 



Percentage of Electronically Submitted 
Documents 



Mandatory e-services 



Chapter 4 
 
Funding and Fees 



Source of Funding 



  

Fees Collected 





Chapter 5 
 
Business Dynamics 



Terminations and Registrations 



Terminations and Registrations by Region 



A newcomer 
Snap shots 







Definitions Group 
(Sub-Group of the Working Group) 

Celia Johnston 
 



Definitions Group Members 

• Axel Forstmann, Germany 
• Hayley Clarke, Canada 
• Vito Giannella, Italy 
• Lena Göransson Norrsjö, Sweden 
• Monica Grahn, Sweden 
• Celia Johnston, Germany 
• Julian Lamb, Jersey 
• Stacey-Jo Smith, UK 

 



Purpose of the Group 
• Survey has grown to include a greater number of responding 

jurisdictions  
– 2011 → 50 responding jurisdictions  
– 2012 → 72 responding jurisdictions 
– 2013 → 73 responding jurisdictions 

• It is intended to include more jurisdictions and to improve the survey 
and the report 

• Variances in how terminology is used or interpreted has become an 
issue 

• Especially regarding the terms (public or private) “limited company” as 
well as the term “branch” 

• Create a terminology guide to accompany future surveys 
• In order to improve the data collected and in consequence the survey 

results 
 
 
 

 
 



• A template was prepared and sent out to seek feedback from 
jurisdictions regarding the types of entities formed in their 
jurisdiction, and the attributes of these entities 

• The Group also asked to provide a definition of the term 
“branch“ if possible 

• Collection of existing Legal Forms of all participants of the 
survey 

•  Find out similarities and differences 
•  Define groups of Legal Forms 
•  Implement them into the survey 
• So far 37 jurisdictions responded and completed the template 
• More results are needed! 

 
 
 

The work of the Group so far 



What do we mean when we use the term 
“branch“? 
• primary commonality in the data collected is that the term 
“branch“ is not defined 
• several responding jurisdictions attempted at providing a 
definition of their own 
• The Definitions Groups attempt at defining 
Characteristics of a branch: 
 

An entity exists in a jurisdiction other than your own 
 The entity wishes to carry on business in your jurisdiction under 
that entity name 
 That entity carrying on business in your jurisdiction will not have 
a legal personality separate from the legal personality in its home 
jurisdiction 
 The directing mind of the entity is the directing mind of the entity 
in its home jurisdiction  
 The ownership of the entity the ownership in the home 
jurisdiction 



What do we mean when we use the term 
“limited company“? 

Limited 
Company 

Private 
Limited 

Public 
Limited 



Limited Company 

• Some jurisdictions differ between these company 
types, but not all do 

• For IACA members the USLLC was included in 
the survey 

• We intend to post the data collected on the 
organizational websites of ECRF, CRF and IACA 

• When completing the survey the terminology 
guide can be used as a reference 



Next Step – The International Business Registers 
Survey 
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Next Step – The International Business Registers 
Survey 

 
• Continuation of the survey and report  
• Proposal to establish The International Business 

Registers Survey (The Global Business 
Registration Survey) as a permanent structure 
– CRF, Rio de Janeiro in March 
– IACA, Milwaukee in May 
– ECRF, Rome in June  

 

 



Goals 

• The survey and associated report are accepted 
as the “gold standard” for information and 
benchmarking regarding business registration 
activities such as thresholds, process steps, 
time, and outcomes.  

• Fifty per cent or more of the world’s publically 
available business registries participate in the 
survey within three years. 

• The survey is used as an input into other 
international reports (such as the World Bank’s 
“Doing Business”) and by researchers. 

 



Members in the Groups 

• Axel Forstmann, Germany 
• Rolf Koenig, Germany 
• Celia Johnston, Germany 
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• Stacey-Jo Smith, UK 
• Kasper Sengelöv, Denmark 
• Annika Bränström, Sweden 
• Monica Grahn, Sweden 
• Magdalena Norlin Schönfeldt, Sweden 
• Latha Kunjappa, CRF, Singapore 
• Hayley Clarke, IACA, Canada 
• Lena Göransson Norrsjö, Sweden 
• Julian Lamb, Jersey 

 



All this will not be finished 
In the first one hundred days. 

Nor will it be finished 
in the first one thousand days, 

nor in the life 
of this Administration, 

nor even perhaps 
in our lifetime on this planet. 

But let us begin 
 

Inaugural Address 



Contact 

 
annika.branstrom@bolagsverket.se 

mailto:annika.branstrom@bolagsverket.se
mailto:annika.branstrom@bolagsverket.se


How do we make the survey and 
report most useful for you? 
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